
Essential Will and Testament Planning Questions for Seniors -
Checklist

Planning your will and estate is a crucial step in securing your financial future and
protecting your loved ones. However, the process can be complex and overwhelming,
especially for seniors. This comprehensive guide provides the essential questions you
should ask to ensure your will and testament aligns with your unique needs and
preferences.

How to use this checklist: Check off each question as you ask it, and use the note lines
to record important answers and observations.



Will and Testament Basics

☐ 1. What is the difference between a will and a testament?

Understanding the legal distinctions between a will and a testament is crucial for ensuring your
end-of-life wishes are properly documented and executed.

Notes:

☐ 2. Who should I name as the executor of my will?

Choosing the right executor is essential for ensuring your estate is properly managed and
distributed according to your wishes. Consider factors like trustworthiness, availability, and
financial expertise.

Notes:

☐ 3. What is the process for updating or changing my will?

Life circumstances can change over time, so it's important to understand the process for
revising your will to keep it current and reflective of your current wishes.

Notes:



☐ 4. How can I ensure my will is legally valid and enforceable?

Proper legal execution of your will is crucial for avoiding disputes and ensuring your wishes are
carried out. Ask about witness requirements, notarization, and other legal formalities.

Notes:



Asset and Property Distribution

☐ 1. How do I decide how to distribute my assets and property?

Allocating your assets and personal property can be a complex process. Discuss factors like
fairness, sentimental value, and tax implications with your legal advisor.

Notes:

☐ 2. What happens if I don't have a will or my will is contested?

Without a valid will, your state's intestacy laws will determine how your assets are distributed,
which may not align with your wishes. Understanding this process can help you plan
accordingly.

Notes:

☐ 3. How can I provide for my dependents, such as a spouse or minor children?

Ensuring your dependents are cared for is a top priority. Discuss strategies like trusts, life
insurance, and guardianship arrangements to protect their interests.

Notes:



☐ 4. What happens to my digital assets and online accounts after I pass away?

With more of our lives moving online, it's important to consider how to handle digital assets,
social media accounts, and online subscriptions in your will.

Notes:



Estate Planning Considerations

☐ 1. How can I minimize the tax burden on my estate?

Understanding estate taxes and strategies to reduce them can help preserve more of your
wealth for your beneficiaries. Discuss options like trusts and charitable donations with your
advisor.

Notes:

☐ 2. What are the benefits of setting up a living trust?

A living trust can provide additional control and flexibility over asset distribution, while also
potentially avoiding probate. Discuss the pros and cons with your estate planning attorney.

Notes:

☐ 3. How can I plan for potential incapacity or end-of-life care?

Incorporating advance directives, power of attorney, and other incapacity planning documents
into your will can help ensure your wishes are followed if you become unable to make decisions
for yourself.

Notes:



☐ 4. What happens if I have property or assets in multiple states or countries?

Owning property in multiple jurisdictions can complicate the estate planning process. Discuss
strategies for coordinating your will and estate plans across different locations.

Notes:



Legal and Financial Considerations

☐ 1. How can I ensure my will is protected from legal challenges?

Taking steps to minimize the risk of will contests or disputes can help safeguard your wishes.
Discuss factors like clear language, witness selection, and potential conflicts of interest.

Notes:

☐ 2. What are the potential costs and fees associated with will and estate planning?

Understanding the various legal, administrative, and tax-related fees involved in will and estate
planning can help you budget accordingly and ensure your assets are distributed as intended.

Notes:

☐ 3. How can I ensure my will and estate plans are kept up-to-date?

Life events, changes in laws, and evolving personal circumstances may necessitate periodic
reviews and updates to your will. Discuss the importance of regular reviews with your legal
advisor.

Notes:



☐ 4. What are the benefits of working with an estate planning attorney?

An experienced estate planning attorney can provide invaluable guidance in navigating the
complex legal and financial aspects of will and testament planning, helping to ensure your
wishes are properly documented and executed.

Notes:
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